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CollegelofPhysiciansand[Surgeons/ofPuerto/RicolJoin
Lawsuit/Against/Health[Plans

Ongoing[Suit[HasTLed[foMajor Reformswith[Two Major HMOs

Tuesday, September14,2004: [The [College [0fPhysicians/and [Surgeons/in[Puerto [Rico has
joinedlalawsuitagainstseveral hiealth/plans from/the Blue Cross [Blue/Shield network, lincluding
TripleSiand Blue(Cross[oflPuerto [Rico, inder the civil RICO[(Racketeer Influenced [and
CorruptionAct)laws. [The College (of Physicians(and [Surgeons,0n behalflof'all Puerto [Rican
physicians, joins[the lawsuit Wwith[dver[700,000 [physiciansin [Florida, [Texas, [(California,
Connecticut, (Georgia, TLouisiana and[other/(states. [The lawsuit Wwill be [seen(at d[Florida/Court.

Class[Action status(forthe[RICO claims Were affirmed in the (11" (Circuit[Court (6fIAppeals on
September(1,2004.This(i5[dmajor Victory [for [the [physicians affirming[their Original(charges
against(healthlinsures. Qpponents o this suitTongclaimed the 11" ircuit would tule lin favor (o f
the defendants.

“Physicians oflPuerto Rico areltaking(alstand,”[said Marissel Velazquez, President/oflthe
College. "Byljoining [this lawsuitWe [are[saying [énoughlis[énough. [We are struggling [évery(day
to [providelthe [proper [dare for [our[patientsinder[these (conditions. [Theonlywayto [fight ‘the
large [for[profit/corporationsis[to [join[this Tawsuit ‘that/is [challenging land [seeking [to [fix [the [éxact
problems plaguing(the edical profession,”said[Velazquez. *This lawsuit has @lreadyled [to
significant/changes(ih [the Way(doctors [are [treated By [two (0f'the largestinsurersin[the U.S.[and
has(helped [@ssuremedical/decisions/are(led to physiciansto make”.

The lawsuit/is Mot fequesting [adetermined @amount(ofidollars for[compensation, rather(the
amount ofldollars willlbedetermined By/the Court/oflLaw. [Asimilar lawsuitwas!filed inthe U.S.
against/several thajor[HMOs, 'suchlas(Cigna, Aetna, United Healthcare, HumanaHealthPlans,
Coventry,[Wellpoint, [Pacificare[Health[Systems, Inc, and [AnthemBlue (Cross Blue[Shield. /Aetna
settled(withthe physicianslonMay(21,2003 [forlover[$500 million. [(Cigna settled (on [September
4,12003 [for$600 million. Both!Aetnaand Cignahave committed many millionsof!dollars to a
foundation/dedicated tolimprovinghealthcare.

“Itlisimportant(to @mphasizelthat(TheCollege [0f[Physicians [and [Surgeons, (0n (behalflof'all
doctorslinPuertoRico, [is ot [seeking monetary [dompensation to [doctorsasaresult 0 flithis
lawsuit. [What[weareseeking|is [some balanceto [the system(and [to [protect the physician patient
relationship land[provide ladequate healthcare to [patients. Tt(is [also [probablethat hany millions[of
dollars may(be [committed [to limproving healthcarelin[Puerto [Rico [aswell,” [said [Dr. [Velazquez.

For any [years/profitdriven health [plans have ‘takenladvantage (0flphysicians (by(forcing ipon
theminfair [ontracts(and (business[practices, [victimizing [physiciansand their [patients. [InPuerto



Rico, [the infair(business [practices are evenmorelégregious(and (blatant than inthe[continental
U.S.[Thesepractices affect general practitioners, [specialists 'and[subspecialists(aswell.

The College (of Physicians(and [Surgeons seeksto [stop many 0flthe health plans(in[Puerto [Rico
from[using(doercive, infair and[fraudulent means to dominate ‘and [control[physician[patient
relationships for(their [own [financial 'gain(to the[detriment (o fiphysiciansand(their [patients.
“ThelqualitylofliealthcarelinPuertoRicolis Being[challenged by ahealth(care[system/controlled
by(for [profit/health[plans, Wwhichlaims/to feducecosts [land lincrease [profits [on[the backs0f
physicians/and(patients, whichlis [going[to [causethesystem[to [crumble.” ladded [Dr. [Velazquez.

“Thefor[profit HMOs have [éngaged inld[scheme [thatlincluded(lying [to[the lémployers @bout ‘their
benefits, [Iying [to [physicians @boutcommitment [to [payment [for [quality health(care[and
fraudulentlypromising [patients [that[theywould [be [there [ih[the ‘time[0fligreatest meed. TAnd so, we
stand (here [today!to [éxpand [this[fight[into [all[corners [0fithe Wnited [States, hintil[patients(canlonce
again/trust(that(their[doctor/dan/provide them/with the care theyneed, free oflinterference by
companies/driven/onlyby/greed,” Said[ArchieILamb, c¢o lead counsel forthe [physicians.



